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YOUTH FOCUS — TWENTY-FIRST ANNIVERSARY 
Statement by Minister for Youth 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Youth) [12.05 pm]: Last night I had the pleasure of 
attending the twenty-first anniversary of Youth Focus, and I want to take the opportunity to acknowledge the 
great work Youth Focus does in our community. Youth Focus is an independent Western Australian not-for-
profit organisation working to prevent youth suicide. Youth Focus works with young people aged 12 to 25 to 
help them overcome issues associated with depression, anxiety, self-harm and suicidal thoughts. It does this 
through the provision of free, unlimited and professional face-to-face individual and family counselling and 
other mental health services. I have heard firsthand of young vulnerable people who contemplated self-harm, 
who have been supported by Youth Focus and have gone on to lead fulfilling lives. 

The story of Youth Focus is an inspiring one. The parents of Melanie Woss were determined to find a solution to 
supporting young people following the suicide of their daughter. Mr Ronald Woss invited Mr Ron Barr to Perth 
to learn more about an early intervention youth camp that Mr Barr had started in New South Wales called 
Youth Insearch. Following this, the inaugural Youth Insearch camp was held in Western Australia and was 
obviously a success. Following the camp, Mr Woss and Mr Barr teamed up with Mr Peter Fitzpatrick, then 
chief executive officer of the Law Society of WA, and the Youth Insearch Foundation of Western Australia was 
established. The foundation went from being a provider of youth camps to being much more, and that is when 
Youth Focus was established in 1994 with the mission of encouraging young people to overcome their limiting 
beliefs and to recognise their unlimited potential. 
When I look at what Youth Focus has achieved in its 21 years, I wonder whether those three gentlemen realised 
back then what a significant impact they would have on the lives of so many young people and how many young 
lives would be saved by the great work of the organisation they established. Today, Youth Focus has grown such 
that each year, about 2 000 young people aged 12 to 25 will visit one of their eight offices or 46 school locations 
statewide to get help. Youth Focus estimates that in 2014 about 15 000 people took part in their preventive and 
educational programs. 
The Liberal–National government, through the Department of Local Government and Communities, provides 
funding of just over $300 000 for the youth and family support and counselling program, which provides youth 
and family counselling. I would like to acknowledge the many corporates and individuals that provide financial 
support to Youth Focus to continue to provide the great service they are doing throughout the community. The 
Hawaiian Ride for Youth, for example, is a great fundraising initiative providing significant funds to maintain 
Youth Focus’s free mental health services to the young people of Western Australia. At the same time, the 
participants in the ride visit schools to raise awareness of the issues concerning youth suicide, depression and 
self-harm, and to raise awareness of the services provided by Youth Focus. 
Finally, I would like to acknowledge Youth Focus’s CEO, the extraordinary Jenny Allen, who is in the 
Speaker’s gallery today and who has been with the organisation for the last 15 years and has grown the 
organisation from a staff of three to 70, including a clinical team of 50. Youth Focus is a great institution in 
Western Australia. It does a remarkable job in our community and I commend and thank it for the many young 
lives it has saved over the last 21 years. 
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